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Sept. 14, 1993
UM CELEBRATES ‘SENEGAL CONNECTION’ WITH LECTURE, OTHER EVENTS
MISSOULA West African rhythms, artifacts and issues will pervade the University of Montana campus
Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 20-21, when UM celebrates "The Senegal Connection" with free public
events including presentations by a leading researcher on African women’s social roles and
position.
Professor Fatou Sow, chair of the Department of Social Sciences at the University of
Dakar’s Institute for Research in Black Africa, will present a Monday afternoon seminar and a
Tuesday evening lecture. The seminar, at 3:10 p.m. in Rankin Hall 202, will focus on "Women’s
Roles in Managing the Environment: The Case of Senegal."
At 8 p.m. Tuesday, the Senegalese scholar will discuss "Who Speaks for Women?
‘Humanizing’ Development Initiatives in Senegal" in the Urey Lecture Hall. Her lecture will be
preceded at 7:30 p.m. by a demonstration of African drumming and dancing.
Earlier Tuesday, "Images of Senegal" will be presented in a video/slide show at 1 p.m. in
Liberal Arts 11. Senegalese artifacts will be on display all week on the main floor of the
Mansfield Library.
UM’s Senegal "mini-festival" will provide an opportunity for the campus and community to
leam about the culture and society in the developing nation of Senegal, said Julia Watson, director
of the UM Women’s Studies Program.
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The small West African country has become a focus for Montanans in the past year, Watson
said. Mark Johnson, a career diplomat from Great Falls, was confirmed as U.S. ambassador to
Senegal in May, and five UM faculty members visited universities in Senegal during the 1992-93
academic year.
Those visits, which ranged from two weeks to a year, taught UM faculty about the cultures
and politics of the progressive, democratic country, said Watson, who spent the year at the
University of Dakar under a Fulbright grant. Faculty members explored possibilities for future
exchange programs and brought back enthusiasm for Senegalese music, dance, writing and film, she
said.
Sow, who holds a doctorate in sociology from the University of Paris-Sorbonne, is widely
published in international scholarly journals on such topics as development policy, gendered labor
and the legal code of the family in contemporary Islam. She is currently conducting a projection
study of expectations for Senegalese Women in the year 2015, Watson said.
Senegal Connection events are sponsored by the Montana Committee for the Humanities,
UM’s Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, the Women’s Studies Program and the
Missoula Soroptimists. For more information, call Watson at 243-2104 or Maureen Curnow, chair
of the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, at 243-4602.
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